
MILETOS

Athenian
Ships

Aigaio Pelagos

A

B

Xairete! Have your little hoplites been idle of late? Having nothing else to do, are the oligarchs among them plot-
ting to finish off their democratic brothers? Have a lot of shifty types been hanging around your city gates, or flash-
ing highly polished shields from your parapets? Perhaps you had better give them something to occupy themselves, 
before they ostracize you (or worse) and you end up hightailing it out to the Persian court. Then that “King’s Eye” 
guy will be staring at you for hours, creeping you out....

The following scenarios have been designed specifically for The Perfect Captain’s Hoplomachia Miniature battle 
rules. We have tried to choose some interesting smaller battles that offer a variety of tactical choices for easily 
affordable armies.
Try ‘em out- and write us a battle report when you can!   http://games.groups.yahoo.com/group/perfect_captain/
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HOPLOMACHIA SCENARIOS- set 1
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General Notes:
1. Hegemon/Strategoi: We have listed the Hegemon (overall commander) and his rating at the top of the order. 
He is also listed below that in the location at the head of his division. He should at the right of one of his taxis 
of hoplites, or in any hippeis or peltastes. Other Strategoi have also been listed, either for colour or because they 
are allies. Their Political Stances towards their Hegemon are also mentioned in the scenario special rules.
2. Divisions. These are numbered with Greek letters- Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta, and so forth. Hoplites and 
peltastes are listed as a number of Lochoi making up a single Taxis (so “3 Lochoi Ataktes Hoplites” is one unit of 
3 double stands of hoplites). If lights are mentioned within the same division as some hoplites or hippeis, they 
should be thought of as attached to those units.
The set up areas for these divisions are noted on the map; hoplites of adjacent divisions may attempt to form a 
single phalanx. 
3. A reference for the source material for each scenario can be found at the bottom left hand of each sheet. The 
symbol in the upper right of the OOB box denotes the Hoplomachia Epoch during which each scenario occurs.
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2nd Athenian League

Hegemon: 
Kallias (C)

A: Kallias (C)
3 Lochoi Athenian Hoplites
3 Lochoi Athenian Hoplites
3 stands Hellenic Psiloi

B: Archestratos (F)
4 Lochoi Athenian Hoplites
3 Lochoi Thracian Peltastes
1 Ile Athenian Hippeis

-On Board at Start

G: Philip (P)
2 Ile  Hetairoi

Base Arete: Athenian- 8

Spartan Hegemony

Hegemon: 
Aristeus (P)

A:  Aristeus (P)
4 Lochoi Pelop. Hoplites
(Korinthian volunteers)
4 stands hellenic Psiloi

B: 2 Lochoi Pelop. Hoplites 
3 lochoi panhell Hoplites
(Potidaeans)

-On Board at Start

G: Perdikkas (D)
2 Ile  Hetairoi

Base Arete: Dorian- 7

POTEIDAIA

OLUNYOS

A

B

Strateans

Hegemon: 
Xeniades (F)

A: 6 stands Tribal Psiloi
(local Akarnanian tribes)
-On Board at Start

B: 2 x 3 stands Hellenic Psiloi
(Strateans)
-On Board at Start

G: Xeniades (F)
5 Lochoi
Panhellenic Hoplites
4 stands Sphendonetes
(Strateans)
-Enter Turn 1

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 7

Peloponnesian League

Hegemon: 
Knemus (F)*

A:  Photius (F)†
5 stands Tribal Psiloi
(Chaonians)
6 stands Tribal Psiloi
(Thesprotians + Molossians)
5 stands Tribal Psiloi
(Paravaeans and Orestians)
-On Board at Start

G: Orodeus (F)†
4 stands Tribal Psiloi
4 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(Leukadians + Anaktorians)
-Enter Turn 1

G: Knemus*
3 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
Hoplites
2 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(AmbraKiotes)
-Enter Turn 1

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 7

STRATOS

A
B

Special Rules: 
1.Reinforcements: Both sides had allies shadowing each other at 
Olynthos. On turn 6,7,8, roll 2d6: 
2,3= Philip (G) enters
4-10= No reinforcements
11,12= Perdikkas (G) enters
Roll on each turn- no further rolls if either force enters (the 
other force having been driven off).
2. Political Stance: both Philip and Perdikkas are Automoloi.

Special Rules: 
1.this scenario is 12 turns long, 
after which night falls.
the Strataeans win a victory if 
they have not been routed by game 
end, regardless of the  condition 
of the peloponnesian army.

Market
for the 
army

Special Rules: 
1.this scenario is 12 turns long, after 
which night falls. the Strataeans win a 
victory if they have not been routed by 
game end, regardless of the  condition of 
the peloponnesian army.

2. Political Stance: Photius is an Automo-
los. Orodeus is a Symmachos.

3. There are no breakfast or Rhetoria rolls for the Peloponnesian side, as it has been 
a while since they began their march that day, and the men may have been tired.

4. the on board troops at start for both sides are under “Forward Psiloi” Orders. 

Potidaea was a Korinthian colony on the 
isthmus of Pallene in Chalkidiki. Like 
all the other cities of the area, Potidaea 
had been a member of the Delian 
League; and also like their neighbors, 
they had grown weary of their subordi-
nation to Athens. Athens knew of their 
discontent, and fearing that they would 
collude with Korinth and revolt from 
their empire, they demanded that 
Potidaea cut their ties with their home 
city and tear down their walls. This had 
the very opposite effect to the one the 
Athenians desired, causing Potidaea to 
rebel, and seek allies against their 
oppressors. They found these in the 
king of Makedonia, Perdikkas 
(previously allied to Athens, but now an 
enemy), and the newly built Chalki-
dikian city of Olynthos. More impor-
tantly, they sent envoys to Korinth to 
plead for assistance.
The Korinthians were only too ready to 
comply, and they sent a force of 2000 
Korinthians and Peloponnesian merce-
naries under Aristeus to aid their 
colony. Once there, he began to 
organize his allies. Perdikkas tried to 
play both sides of the street (he 
returned to the Athenian fold for some 
weeks, and then turned against them 
again). 
Soon the Athenians sent 2000 hoplites 
north under Kallias, who joined with 
another 1000 that were in the area, and 
with some Makedonians under the 
pretender Philip, marched on the 
rebellious city. Aristeus encamped his 
allied force north of Potidaea, and sent 
Perdikkas and his cavalry to Olynthos, 
only 7 miles distant. He hoped that 
once the Athenians engaged his force, 
the Olynthians and the cavalry could 
take them from behind. However, 
Kallias sent some allies and Philip’s 
cavalry to intercept these troops. He 
then attacked Aristeus’ deployed army 
on the narrow neck of the isthmus. 
Aristeus and his Korinthians managed 
to rout the units before them, and went 
off in pursuit of his fleeing foes. 
Elsewhere along the line, the Athenians 
prevailed, sending the Potidaeans 
scurrying back to their town. This left 
Aristeus isolated; thinking quickly, he 
formed up his men in a dense column 
and ran them back along the shore, 
literally in the surf, and made for an 
entrance along the eastern breakwater 
of the city. 
The Olynthians and Perdikkas made a 
sortie, but seeing their allies beaten, 
returned without coming to grips with 
the enemy. In the days to come, the 
Athenians completed the blockade of 
the city; it would hold out until 429, 
when it surrendered to Athens after a 
long and costly siege.

Potidaea, 432 BC
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All Hellas was choosing sides in the 
2nd Peloponnesian War. Oligarchs 
clashed with Democrats everywhere, 
even within the walls of the same 
city-state.
The colonies of Korinth in the west 
found themselves divided between 
both sides, and long-held animosities 
fanned the flames of war. Some cities 
in and around Ambrakia appealed for 
help from the Spartans, suggesting 
that the region of Akarnania could be 
a good staging ground for attacks on 
Zakynthos and Kephallenia, and on 
the Athenian base at Naupaktos. The 
Spartans agreed, and sent a force of 
1000 Peloponnesian allies under 
Knemus to sneak across the Gulf of 
Korinth under the very nose of  the 
formidable Athenian navarch Phor-
mio. They then collected forces from 
their allies around the Gulf of Ambra-
kia, and also recruited a number of 
Aitolian kings and their numerous 
tribesmen to the pro-Spartan cause. 
Soon they marched into Akarnania, 
with their main target being the 
biggest city there,  Stratos. 
The Akarnanians, instead of uniting 
their forces, hid behind the walls of 
their individual cities, and sent to 
Phormio for help, but he replied that 
he could not leave Naupaktus unde-
fended. The Peloponnesians mean-
while came on, sacking at least one 
undefended town in the region, and 
neared Stratos. However, their forces 
were divided in three columns, one of 
which (Chaonian and other tribes-
men) decided to try and surprise the 
town. They surged ahead of the rest, 
but fell into an ambush that the 
Strataeans had laid nearby, and who 
also had their citizen hoplites sortie 
out to help. The Chaonians and their 
friends were routed; the remaining 
Peloponnesians and their alllies now 
came up and joined forces, advancing 
on the Strataeans. Unfortunately, the 
Akarnanians now had more active 
light troops, including some sphen-
donetes (slingers) who began to gall 
their enemies with their fire. The 
Strataeans did not close with 
Knemus, as they now expected 
reinforcements from their neighbors, 
and night was falling. Once it became 
dark, Knemus withdrew his forces 
back into Ambrakia, leaving the 
Strataeans to erect the trophy.

Stratos, 429 BC
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Thucydides 1.61 Thucydides 2.80



Athenian Empire

Hegemon: 
Xenophon (F)

A: Xenophon (F)
2x4 Lochoi Athenian Hop-
lites

B: Hestiodoros (F)
2 ile Athenian Hippeis,
4 Stands Hellenic Psiloi

G: Phanomachos (F)
2 Lochoi Athenian Hoplites
(guarding the baggage)

-On Board at Start

Base Arete: Athenian- 8

Chalkidian League

Hegemon: 
Alknidas (f)

A:Alknidas (f)  
5 lochoi Ataktes Hoplites
(Spartolans)
3 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(Olynthians & Potidaeans)
4 stands Hellenic Psiloi

B: Ephippos
4 ile panhellenic Hippeis
(Olynthians) 
3 lochoi Thracian Peltastes

G: 6 Stands Hellenic Psiloi
(on the walls of Spartolos)

-On Board at Start

D: 3 lochoi Thracian Peltas-
tes

-Enter turn 6

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 5

SPARTOLOS

Athenian
Camp

Olynthos

Potidaea

City Gate
A

B

Arkadian League

Hegemon: 
Euthymenes (F)

A: Euthymenes (F)
6 Lochoi Arkadian Hoplites
-On board at start

B: Peisias (C) 
2x4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
Hoplites
(Argives)
6 stands Hell. Psiloi 
-Enter turn 2

G: Timokrates (F)
4 ile Athenian Hippeis
4 Hellenic Psiloi
(Hammippoi for the cavalry) 
-Enter turn 3

Base Arete: Dorian- 7

Elis

Hegemon: 
Stratolas (P)

A: Stratolas (P)
 2x 4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
hoplites 
3 stands Hell. Psiloi
2 ile Panhellenic Hippeis

B: Dymas (F)
5 Lochoi Arkadian Hoplites 
(Achaean Allies )
3 stands Psiloi 

-Enter Board on turn 1

Base Arete: Dorian- 8
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Special Rules: 
1.units on walls get +2” Belos range 
(for extra height).

2. Political Stance: Ephippos is a 
symmachos. All Athenian Strategoi 
are Philoi. 
•note that Alknidas and Ephippos are 
not the historical commanders; 
these are not named.

Special Rules: 
1.the 300: One of the 2 Elean Lochoi may be the Epilekti known as “the three 
hundred” under Stratolas.
2. Wall of the Altis (Sacred Precinct) is very low, and counts as only a +1 to the 
shield factor of a unit inside the altis, fighting an enemy on the outside.
3. Psiloi only may enter a building and the turn later, fire from their roofs.
4. The Pelopion is a low mound with a wall around it- only Psiloi may enter it. 
the Palaestra may not be entered.
5. Political stance: Peisias, Timokrates, and Dymas are all Symmachoi.
Only Stratolas and Peisias were historical commanders.  The rest were not 
named, and so have been generated for the scenario (all are common names for 
their respective regions of origin).

With Potidaea now in their hands, the 
Athenians looked for their next 
conquest in Chalkidiki. Olynthos and a 
number of smaller cities were still in 
revolt, and Athens knew that any 
rebellion left smoldering would soon 
spread across their empire. They had 
already spent thousands of talents of 
silver in recovering Potidaea, and 
needed to get the revenue from this 
wealthy region flowing again. The 
nearby Bottiaen city of Spartolos looked 
like a good candidate for an easy victory. 
Three strategoi, led by one Xenophon 
(not the famous author) marched out of 
Potidaea with 2000 hoplites and 200 
cavalry for the task. They quickly set 
themselves to the customary burning of 
the crops around the town.
Spartolos was a small town in the area, 
and probably had no more than a few 
hundred hoplites to defend it. Like 
most Hellenic towns of the era, it also 
had two contending parties of demo-
crats and oligarchs within their walls. 
Xenophon was counting on his demo-
cratic allies to open the gates to him, 
providing for a quick and cheap victory. 
Unfortunately for him, it was the 
oligarchs who were more active at the 
time, for they quickly sent for help to 
the nearby Olynthians, who instantly 
dispatched some troops to their aid (a 
number of which were probably exiled 
Potidaeans). When the Athenian troops 
came near the town, these allied forces 
sallied forth from the gates and 
challenged the invaders. However, the 
Athenians were seasoned troops, and 
shattered the Chalkidian phalanx. 
These ran for the town gates, and it 
seems that Athens had another victory 
to add to her fame. but it was not so, for 
the more numerous Chalkidian hippeis 
and their light troops had prevailed 
over the Athenian cavalry and now 
began to gall the victorious hoplites. 
More lights within the walls, seeing 
their success, poured out and joined the 
swarm. A few more troops from 
Olynthos came up as well, and they all 
together began to handle the Athenians 
roughly, pelting them with missiles, but 
retreating when the Athenians charged. 
The beleaguered hoplites called up 
their baggage guards for help, but being 
hoplites as well, they could do no better. 
Soon their retreat devolved into a rout, 
with the surviving Athenians fleeing for 
the safety of Potidaea. Xenophon, his 
fellow strategoi, and a quarter of their 
men lay on the field. The morrow would 
see a truce, and another 430 honoured 
dead sons of Athens would be carried 
back to their plague ridden, mourning 
city. It was going to be a long war.

SPARTOLoS, 429 BC
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The destruction of the Spartan Hege-
mony after Leuktra in 371 initiated a 
fundamental redistribution of power. 
The Arkadians, freed of Spartan 
control, formed their own league a year 
later, and instantly became one of the 
main powers in the Peloponnesus. 
Furthermore, as is the way when impe-
rial power recedes, old scores, held 
frozen by Sparta, called out for settling. 
Elis decided to assume control of the 
town of Lasion, once a possession of 
theirs, but now part of the Arkadian 
League. The Arkadians replied with a 
massive invasion, defeating the smaller 
Elean army,  and throwing the Elean 
state into disarray and revolution. The 
oligarchic faction of Elis drove out their 
democratic brothers, but not before a 
number of Elean towns were detached 
and made independent. Most grevious 
to the Eleans, they lost control of Olym-
pia and the Games to the Pisatans (who 
once briefly had the oversight of them). 
As the games for the 104th Olympiad 
commenced, the Eleans decided that 
this would not do, and seeing the 
Arkadians preoccupied in a number of 
other actions, marched with some 
Achaean allies to Olympia.
They arrived in the midst of the compe-
titions. Although the games were 
usually held under a sacred truce 
between all Hellenes, some trouble had 
been anticipated, so a number of 
Arkadians and allied troops were 
present in arms.  The Eleans and their 
allies crossed the narrow Kladeus river 
from the west and crashed into the 
Arkadians arrayed before them, routing 
them back through the Altis (the Sacred 
Precinct of Olympia). This surprised all 
as the Eleans had not been rated very 
highly, due to their many defeats of late. 
The Eleans marched on, encountering 
the oncoming Argives and Athenian 
allies of the Arkadians, and prevailed 
over them, pushing them back beyond 
the Temple of Zeus. However, Arkadian 
and allied psiloi had clambered up on 
the roofs of the temples and altars all 
around the Altis and were raining down 
missiles on the Eleans where they 
could. One of these killed Stratolas, the 
leader of the Three Hundred, a unit of 
epilekti who were the most prominent 
members of the Elean oligarchy. With 
this, the Eleans withdrew. All the while 
as the battle played itself out, the 
spectators who had come to watch the 
games (from their safety outside the 
Altis) watched the fighting, cheering 
one side or the other’s deeds of valour as 
if they were watching another competi-
tion.

Olympia, 364 BC
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Strateans

Hegemon: 
Xeniades (F)

A: 6 stands Tribal Psiloi
(local Akarnanian tribes)
-On Board at Start

B: 2 x 3 stands Hellenic Psiloi
(Strateans)
-On Board at Start

G: Xeniades (F)
5 Lochoi
Panhellenic Hoplites
4 stands Sphendonetes
(Strateans)
-Enter Turn 1

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 7

Peloponnesian League

Hegemon: 
Knemus (F)*

A:  Photius (F)†
5 stands Tribal Psiloi
(Chaonians)
6 stands Tribal Psiloi
(Thesprotians + Molossians)
5 stands Tribal Psiloi
(Paravaeans and Orestians)
-On Board at Start

G: Orodeus (F)†
4 stands Tribal Psiloi
4 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(Leukadians + Anaktorians)
-Enter Turn 1

G: Knemus*
3 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
Hoplites
2 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(AmbraKiotes)
-Enter Turn 1

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 7

STRATOS

A
B

Special Rules: 
1.this scenario is 12 turns long, 
after which night falls.
the Strataeans win a victory if 
they have not been routed by game 
end, regardless of the  condition 
of the peloponnesian army.

Special Rules: 
1.this scenario is 12 turns long, after 
which night falls. the Strataeans win a 
victory if they have not been routed by 
game end, regardless of the  condition of 
the peloponnesian army.

2. Political Stance: Photius is an Automo-
los. Orodeus is a Symmachos.

3. There are no breakfast or Rhetoria rolls for the Peloponnesian side, as it has been 
a while since they began their march that day, and the men may have been tired.

4. the on board troops at start for both sides are under “Forward Psiloi” Orders. 

All Hellas was choosing sides in the 
2nd Peloponnesian War. Oligarchs 
clashed with Democrats everywhere, 
even within the walls of the same 
city-state.
The colonies of Korinth in the west 
found themselves divided between 
both sides, and long-held animosities 
fanned the flames of war. Some cities 
in and around Ambrakia appealed for 
help from the Spartans, suggesting 
that the region of Akarnania could be 
a good staging ground for attacks on 
Zakynthos and Kephallenia, and on 
the Athenian base at Naupaktos. The 
Spartans agreed, and sent a force of 
1000 Peloponnesian allies under 
Knemus to sneak across the Gulf of 
Korinth under the very nose of  the 
formidable Athenian navarch Phor-
mio. They then collected forces from 
their allies around the Gulf of Ambra-
kia, and also recruited a number of 
Aitolian kings and their numerous 
tribesmen to the pro-Spartan cause. 
Soon they marched into Akarnania, 
with their main target being the 
biggest city there,  Stratos. 
The Akarnanians, instead of uniting 
their forces, hid behind the walls of 
their individual cities, and sent to 
Phormio for help, but he replied that 
he could not leave Naupaktus unde-
fended. The Peloponnesians mean-
while came on, sacking at least one 
undefended town in the region, and 
neared Stratos. However, their forces 
were divided in three columns, one of 
which (Chaonian and other tribes-
men) decided to try and surprise the 
town. They surged ahead of the rest, 
but fell into an ambush that the 
Strataeans had laid nearby, and who 
also had their citizen hoplites sortie 
out to help. The Chaonians and their 
friends were routed; the remaining 
Peloponnesians and their alllies now 
came up and joined forces, advancing 
on the Strataeans. Unfortunately, the 
Akarnanians now had more active 
light troops, including some sphen-
donetes (slingers) who began to gall 
their enemies with their fire. The 
Strataeans did not close with 
Knemus, as they now expected 
reinforcements from their neighbors, 
and night was falling. Once it became 
dark, Knemus withdrew his forces 
back into Ambrakia, leaving the 
Strataeans to erect the trophy.

Stratos, 429 BC
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Athenian Empire

Hegemon: 
Nikias (D)

A: 4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
Hoplites (Argives) 
2 stands sphendonetes

B: 2x4 Lochoi Athenian 
Hoplites
3 stands toxotes

G: 4 ile Athenian Hippeis
6 stands Hellenic psiloi

-On Board at Start

Arete: Athenian- 6

Syrakusa

Hegemon: 
Gylippos (C)

A: Gylippos (C) 
2 lochoi Arkadian Hoplites
(marines)
3 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(other Sicilians)
3 stands Hellenic Psiloi

B: Hermocrates (D)
2x 4 Hellenic hoplites Hop-
lites
(Syrakusans)

G: 2x3 ile Boiotian hippeis
(Syrakusans)
2x4 Stands Tribal Psiloi
(Sikels)

-On Board at Start

Arete: Panhellenic- 7

Athenian Wall

Syrakusan
Counterwall

“The Circle”

AB

Arkadian League

Strategos: 
Euthymenes (F)

A: Euthymenes (F)
6 Lochoi Arkadian Hoplites
-On board at start

B: Peisias (C) 
2x4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
Hoplites
(Argives)
6 stands Hell. Psiloi 
-Enter turn 2

G: 4 ile Athenian Hippeis
4 Hellenic Psiloi
(Hammippoi for the cavalry) 
-Enter turn 3

Arete: Dorian- 7

Elis

Strategos: 
Stratolas (P)

A: Stratolas (P)
 2x 4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
hoplites 
3 stands Hell. Psiloi
2 ile Panhellenic Hippeis

B: Dymas (F)
5 Lochoi Arkadian Hoplites 
(Achaean Allies )
3 stands Psiloi 

Arete: Dorian- 8
Enter Board on turn 1
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Special Rules: 
1.Political Stance: Hermocrates is a Symmachos. If he with-
draws, so will the cavalry division (G).

Notes: 
1.the 300: One of the 2 Elean Lochoi may be the Epilekti known as “the three 
hundred” under Stratolas.
2. Wall of the Altis (Sacred Precinct) is very low, and counts as only a +1 to the 
shield factor of a unit inside the altis, fighting an enemy on the outside.
3. Psiloi only may enter a building and the turn later, fire from their roofs.
4. The Pelopion is a low mound with a wall around it- only Psiloi may enter it.
5. Euthymenes and Dymas are non-historical. The actual commanders are not 
named.

SURAKOUSA

E P I P O L A E

Thucydides 7.5.1

A
The Peace of Nikias in 421 BC brought a 
pause to the 2nd Peloponnesian War. Sparta 
seemed weary and beset with troubles in 
their neighborhood. Athens, on the other 
hand, seemed to come off fairly well from the 
war, despite paying a high price for some 
early disasters and the Plague. One might 
have thought that they would have used the 
breather to shore up their damaged empire. 
Unfortunately for them, the Athenian demos 
and their leaders had bigger dreams.
There is little space here to go into all the 
details of the Sicilian Expedition. It is 
enough to say that the first wave of this 
undertaking, made up of more than 5000 
hoplites, numerous auxiliaries, and 134 
triremes (aside from other support ships), 
landed in Sicily in 415 BC. Their divided 
command dawdled for some time before 
taking the offensive against Syrakusa; 
however, once they started hostilities, the 
Syrakusans had the worst of it. They could 
not prevail on land or at sea with the 
Athenians, who began to blockade and wall 
off the city at a leisurely pace. Other Sicilian 
cities, initially cold to and suspicious of the 
massive Athenian expedition on their shores, 
began to warm up to the invaders as they 
piled up one success after another. Morale in 
Syrakusa plummetted, and was near the 
breaking point, when unexpectedly, 
salvation appeared at their gates.
It came in the shape of some dribs and drabs 
of Peloponnesian aid, and a single Spartan 
strategos (not even a full Spartan, but a half-
breed) named Gylippos. He immediately 
encouraged the Syracusans merely by getting 
through the lines to them, and confidently 
took matters in hand. He sent an ultimatum 
to the incredulous Athenians demanding 
their capitulation; he then energetically 
began a counterwall to cut off their own 
tardy blockading wall on the Epipolae 
plateau. When he thought them ready, he 
led out his allies against the Athenian army 
building their wall, but was repulsed, having 
fought in a confined space that did not allow 
his superior Syrakusan hippeis or light 
troops a role. Unfazed, he took the blame on 
himself, promising success to the shaken 
Sicilians the second time around. In his pre-
battle speech he used the rhetorical device 
that that they, as Dorians, could not help but 
conquer the Ionian Athenians, and then led 
them out again. While he went out to the 
same ground between the two contending 
walls, this time he left room on one flank for 
his cavalry and lights to deploy, and their 
superiority shone through. The Athenian 
cavalry and flank guards were overwhelmed, 
allowing the Syracusans to roll up their 
enemies, routing them entirely. His victory 
allowed for the counter wall to be completed, 
foiling the blockade. It was the turning point 
in the siege- perhaps in the whole Pelopon-
nesian War. Things started going badly for 
the Athenians from that point on. Time, for 
the expeditionary force, as well as their 
empire, was running out.

Epipolae, 414 BC
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The destruction of the Spartan Hege-
mony after Leuktra in 371 initiated a 
fundamental redistribution of power. 
The Arkadians, freed of Spartan 
control, formed their own league a year 
later, and instantly became one of the 
main powers in the Peloponnesus. 
Furthermore, as is the way when impe-
rial power recedes, old scores, held 
frozen by Sparta, called out for settling. 
Elis decided to assume control of the 
town of Lasion, once a possession of 
theirs, but now part of the Arkadian 
League. The Arkadians replied with a 
massive invasion, defeating the smaller 
Elean army,  and throwing the Elean 
state into disarray and revolution. The 
oligarchic faction of Elis drove out their 
democratic brothers, but not before a 
number of Elean towns were detached 
and made independent. Most grevious 
to the Eleans, they lost control of Olym-
pia and the Games to the Pisatans (who 
once briefly had the oversight of them). 
As the games for the 104th Olympiad 
commenced, the Eleans decided that 
this would not do, and seeing the 
Arkadians preoccupied in a number of 
other actions, marched with some 
Achaean allies to Olympia.
They arrived in the midst of the compe-
titions. Although the games were 
usually held under a sacred truce 
between all Hellenes, some trouble had 
been anticipated, so a number of 
Arkadians and allied troops were 
present in arms.  The Eleans and their 
allies crossed the narrow Kladeus river 
from the west and crashed into the 
Arkadians arrayed before them, routing 
them back through the Altis (the Sacred 
Precinct of Olympia). This surprised all 
as the Eleans had not been rated very 
highly, due to their many defeats of late. 
The Eleans marched on, encountering 
the oncoming Argives and Athenian 
allies of the Arkadians, and prevailed 
over them, pushing them back beyond 
the Temple of Zeus. However, Arkadian 
and allied psiloi had clambered up on 
the roofs of the temples and altars all 
around the Altis and were raining down 
missiles on the Eleans where they 
could. One of these killed Stratolas, the 
leader of the Three Hundred, a unit of 
epilekti who were the most prominent 
members of the Elean oligarchy. With 
this, the Eleans withdrew. All the while 
as the battle played itself out, the 
spectators who had come to watch the 
games (from their safety outside the 
Altis) watched the fighting, cheering 
one side or the other’s deeds of valour as 
if they were watching another competi-
tion.

Olympia, 364 BC
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1st Athenian Empire

Hegemon: 
Phrynichios (F)

A: Phrynichios (F)
4 Lochoi Athenian 
Hoplites
5 Stands Hell. Psiloi (rowers)

B: Onomakles (F)
4 Lochoi Panhellenic Hop-
lites
(Samians & other allies)
4 stands Hell. Psiloi (rowers)

G: Skironedes (P)
4 Lochoi
Peloponnesian Hoplites
(Argives)
3 Lochoi Ataktes Hoplites
(Argive Psiloi w/Shields)

On Board at Start

Arete: Athenian- 7

Peloponnesian League

Hegemon: 
Alkibiades (C)

A:  4 Lochoi Panhellenic
 hoplites (Milesians)
4 stands Psiloi

B: Alkibiades (C)
2 Lochoi Peloponnesian hop-
lites
4 Lochoi Panhellenic
 hoplites 
(Mercenaries & Allies)
4 stands Psiloi 

G: Tissaphernes (D)
4 Ile Persian Synegenes
4 Lochoi Takabara
5 stands Psiloi

On Board at Start

Base Arete: Ionian- 8

MILETOS

Athenian
Ships

Aigaio Pelagos

A

B

Notes: 
1.Allies political stance: Tissaphernes is to be considered Automo-
los. Onomakles and Skironedes are both Symmachoi.

Thucydides 8.2.25

A
The disasterous outcome of the Sicilian 
Expedition led all Hellas to think that 
the end of the Athenian Empire was 
imminent. A number of the Athenian’s 
Aegean and Ionian allies now began to 
stage internal revolutions, slaughtering 
or exiling their pro-democratic citizens, 
and calling on the Spartans for aid in 
detaching themselves from their 
servitude. The Spartans were, as usual, 
in two minds about intervening. 
However,  the Athenian renegade in 
their service, Alkibiades, convinced 
them to send himself and the Spartan 
Chalkideos with a few ships out to the 
east to make a show of support. Since 
Sparta was short of money and ships, 
they felt that an alliance with their old 
enemy, the Persians, was a necessary 
evil. 
The Athenians of course were not going 
down without a fight; their own fleets 
came out to the area, using Samos as a 
base as they sought to clear the seas of 
enemy shipping. The Spartans wisely 
avoided most naval actions, focusing 
instead on spreading revolts. These 
broke out on Lesbos and Chios, and 
there were similar rumblings from the 
Carian town of Miletos. Alkibiades and 
Chalkideos decided to sail over to help 
the latter, detaching the town from 
Athens, and arranging to join forces 
with the Tissaphernes, the Persian 
Satrap (viceroy) of Caria.
Soon an Athenian fleet appeared and 
made a landing on the coast near the 
town. Their force of 3000 Athenians, 
Argives, and a number of other allies 
(probably Samians) under Phrynichios 
came up to begin the investment of the 
town, but the Milesians and their allies 
(including Persian cavalry and merce-
naries under Tissaphernes) instead 
emerged and lined up for battle. The 
1000 Argives, possibly holding the left 
flank against the 800 strong Milesian 
contingent (certainly, as the home 
team, holding the position of honour 
on the right), advanced too quickly and 
in disorder, and were routed; however, 
the Athenians managed to defeat the 
rest of the forces, who streamed back 
toward the town. The Athenians set up 
a trophy, but did not stay to invest  
Miletos, as Phrynichos knew that a 
larger Spartan fleet was on the way. He 
did not want to risk another possible 
naval loss so soon after the Sicilian 
disaster, and so he sailed back to Samos. 
His victory was wasted as the revolt 
continued to spread unabated. Without 
the revenue and rowers from the 
revolted cities, Athenian power began 
to wane as that of her enemies waxed.

Miletos, 411 BC
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2nd Athenian League

Hegemon: 
Ktesicles (C)

A: Ktesicles (C)
4 Lochoi Merc. Peltastes
-On board at start

B: 2x 4 stands hellenic Psiloi,
3 Stands Toxotes
(native Kercyrans)
-manning the walls at start

G: 4 Lochoi Merc. Peltastes
-Enter turn 3

D: 5 Lochoi Panhell. Hoplites
-Enter turn4

Base Arete: Athenian- 8

Spartan Hegemony

Hegemon: 
Mnasippus (D)

A:  4 Lochoi Merc. Peltastes
4 stands hellenic Psiloi
(rowers and Kerkyran exiles
-On Board at Start

B: Mnasippus (D)
6 Lochoi misthophoroi 
3 lochoi Ataktes Hoplites

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 5

KERKURA

Necropolis

Spartan
Camp

City Gates

A

B

Special Rules:
1. Spartan units on board at start are under “forward Psiloi” 
orders.
2.units on walls get +2” Belos range (for extra height).
3. Units in Kerkyra (and on the walls) may exit only through 
either of the 2 gates.
4. the necropolis gives any lights occupying it +1 shield 
factor.

Xenophon Hellenica 6.2.15

VKerkyra (Corcyra) was a Korinthian 
colony that rejected any control from 
their home city and their Pelopon-
nesian masters in 433 BC. This 
insolence, and their acceptance of 
Athenian help was one of the main 
causes of the 2nd Peloponnesian War. 
The Kerkyrans fought by the side of 
Athens for a time, but internal revolu-
tions soon drove the island state out of 
the conflict and the Athenian sphere.
The first Athenian Empire was 
dismantled by 404 BC, leaving Sparta 
supreme in Hellas. Eventually, Spartan 
Hegemony became odious to many 
members of the old Athenian empire, 
and a new anti-Sparta League was 
cobbled together under Athenian 
leadership in 378 BC. Kerkyra was at the 
time a democracy, and therefore 
friendly to Athens. The oligarchic party 
in the city attempted a coup but were 
thwarted and driven out; they of course 
appealed to the Spartans for help, as did 
their foes to the Athenians.
The Spartans sent out a fleet and merce-
nary force under Mnasippus to deal 
with the Kerkyrans. Upon landing, he 
united his forces with the exiles and 
settled down to a siege of the city. After 
a few delays, the Athenians sent the 
energetic navarch Ktesicles with a small 
fleet and a force of peltastes to the city’s 
aid. Ktesicles easily ran the blockade 
and entered the port at night and 
immediately stabilized the situation 
within. Mnasippus meanwhile had 
mismanaged his restive mercenaries, 
tampering with their contracts, 
dismissing some and withholding the 
pay of the rest, demoralizing his men. 
Seeing the reduced numbers of the 
enemy, the Athenians sortied the city 
and attacked the Spartan outposts 
watching the walls; Mnasippus sent his 
own light troops at them, while muster-
ing his hoplites to follow. The 
Athenians retreated to the city’s 
Necropolis (cemetary) using the high 
ground and the cover to ward off the 
enemy lights. As the Spartan army came 
near the town’s walls, they recieved a 
galling fire from the walls, and were 
struck in their right flank by some 
troops exiting from a city gate. Driven 
back with Athenian peltastes galling his 
flanks, Mnasippus tried to counter-
march the men on one flank, so as to 
deepen his phalanx, but this maneuver 
shook the resolve of his already demor-
alized troops. At this point Ktesicles led 
out whatever hoplites he had, and they 
pressed the Spartans back.  Mnasippus 
himself was killed, and his army was 
routed back to their stockaded camp. In 
a few days they sailed off, ending the 
last overseas Spartan campaign.

KERKYRA, 373 BC
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Athenian Empire

Hegemon: 
Xenophon (F)

A: Xenophon (F)
2x4 Lochoi Athenian Hop-
lites

B: Hestiodoros (F)
2 ile Athenian Hippeis,
4 Stands Hellenic Psiloi

G: Phanomachos (F)
2 Lochoi Athenian Hoplites
(guarding the baggage)

-On Board at Start

Base Arete: Athenian- 8

Chalkidian League

Hegemon: 
Alknidas (f)

A:Alknidas (f)  
5 lochoi Ataktes Hoplites
(Spartolans)
3 Lochoi Panhellenic Hoplites
(Olynthians & Potidaeans)
4 stands Hellenic Psiloi

B: Ephippos
4 ile panhellenic Hippeis
(Olynthians) 
3 lochoi Thracian Peltastes

G: 6 Stands Hellenic Psiloi
(on the walls of Spartolos)

-On Board at Start

D: 3 lochoi Thracian Peltas-
tes

-Enter turn 6

Base Arete: Panhellenic- 5

SPARTOLOS

Athenian
Camp

Olynthos

Potidaea

City Gate
A

B

Arkadian League

Hegemon: 
Euthymenes (F)

A: Euthymenes (F)
6 Lochoi Arkadian Hoplites
-On board at start

B: Peisias (C) 
2x4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
Hoplites
(Argives)
6 stands Hell. Psiloi 
-Enter turn 2

G: Timokrates (F)
4 ile Athenian Hippeis
4 Hellenic Psiloi
(Hammippoi for the cavalry) 
-Enter turn 3

Base Arete: Dorian- 7

Elis

Hegemon: 
Stratolas (P)

A: Stratolas (P)
 2x 4 Lochoi Peloponnesian 
hoplites 
3 stands Hell. Psiloi
2 ile Panhellenic Hippeis

B: Dymas (F)
5 Lochoi Arkadian Hoplites 
(Achaean Allies )
3 stands Psiloi 

-Enter Board on turn 1

Base Arete: Dorian- 8
 

OLUMPIA

Temple of Zeus

Workshop of 
Pheidias

T
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a

ll o
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ltis

Pelopion

K
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d
eu

s

Bouleuterium

Temple of Hera

Altar of Zeus

Palaestra

A B

Special Rules: 
1.units on walls get +2” Belos range 
(for extra height).

2. Political Stance: Ephippos is a 
symmachos. All Athenian Strategoi 
are Philoi. 
•note that Alknidas and Ephippos are 
not the historical commanders; 
these are not named.

Special Rules: 
1.the 300: One of the 2 Elean Lochoi may be the Epilekti known as “the three 
hundred” under Stratolas.
2. Wall of the Altis (Sacred Precinct) is very low, and counts as only a +1 to the 
shield factor of a unit inside the altis, fighting an enemy on the outside.
3. Psiloi only may enter a building and the turn later, fire from their roofs.
4. The Pelopion is a low mound with a wall around it- only Psiloi may enter it. 
the Palaestra may not be entered.
5. Political stance: Peisias, Timokrates, and Dymas are all Symmachoi.
Only Stratolas and Peisias were historical commanders.  The rest were not 
named, and so have been generated for the scenario (all are common names for 
their respective regions of origin).

With Potidaea now in their hands, the 
Athenians looked for their next 
conquest in Chalkidiki. Olynthos and a 
number of smaller cities were still in 
revolt, and Athens knew that any 
rebellion left smoldering would soon 
spread across their empire. They had 
already spent thousands of talents of 
silver in recovering Potidaea, and 
needed to get the revenue from this 
wealthy region flowing again. The 
nearby Bottiaen city of Spartolos looked 
like a good candidate for an easy victory. 
Three strategoi, led by one Xenophon 
(not the famous author) marched out of 
Potidaea with 2000 hoplites and 200 
cavalry for the task. They quickly set 
themselves to the customary burning of 
the crops around the town.
Spartolos was a small town in the area, 
and probably had no more than a few 
hundred hoplites to defend it. Like 
most Hellenic towns of the era, it also 
had two contending parties of demo-
crats and oligarchs within their walls. 
Xenophon was counting on his demo-
cratic allies to open the gates to him, 
providing for a quick and cheap victory. 
Unfortunately for him, it was the 
oligarchs who were more active at the 
time, for they quickly sent for help to 
the nearby Olynthians, who instantly 
dispatched some troops to their aid (a 
number of which were probably exiled 
Potidaeans). When the Athenian troops 
came near the town, these allied forces 
sallied forth from the gates and 
challenged the invaders. However, the 
Athenians were seasoned troops, and 
shattered the Chalkidian phalanx. 
These ran for the town gates, and it 
seems that Athens had another victory 
to add to her fame. but it was not so, for 
the more numerous Chalkidian hippeis 
and their light troops had prevailed 
over the Athenian cavalry and now 
began to gall the victorious hoplites. 
More lights within the walls, seeing 
their success, poured out and joined the 
swarm. A few more troops from 
Olynthos came up as well, and they all 
together began to handle the Athenians 
roughly, pelting them with missiles, but 
retreating when the Athenians charged. 
The beleaguered hoplites called up 
their baggage guards for help, but being 
hoplites as well, they could do no better. 
Soon their retreat devolved into a rout, 
with the surviving Athenians fleeing for 
the safety of Potidaea. Xenophon, his 
fellow strategoi, and a quarter of their 
men lay on the field. The morrow would 
see a truce, and another 430 honoured 
dead sons of Athens would be carried 
back to their plague ridden, mourning 
city. It was going to be a long war.

SPARTOLoS, 429 BC
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The destruction of the Spartan Hege-
mony after Leuktra in 371 initiated a 
fundamental redistribution of power. 
The Arkadians, freed of Spartan 
control, formed their own league a year 
later, and instantly became one of the 
main powers in the Peloponnesus. 
Furthermore, as is the way when impe-
rial power recedes, old scores, held 
frozen by Sparta, called out for settling. 
Elis decided to assume control of the 
town of Lasion, once a possession of 
theirs, but now part of the Arkadian 
League. The Arkadians replied with a 
massive invasion, defeating the smaller 
Elean army,  and throwing the Elean 
state into disarray and revolution. The 
oligarchic faction of Elis drove out their 
democratic brothers, but not before a 
number of Elean towns were detached 
and made independent. Most grevious 
to the Eleans, they lost control of Olym-
pia and the Games to the Pisatans (who 
once briefly had the oversight of them). 
As the games for the 104th Olympiad 
commenced, the Eleans decided that 
this would not do, and seeing the 
Arkadians preoccupied in a number of 
other actions, marched with some 
Achaean allies to Olympia.
They arrived in the midst of the compe-
titions. Although the games were 
usually held under a sacred truce 
between all Hellenes, some trouble had 
been anticipated, so a number of 
Arkadians and allied troops were 
present in arms.  The Eleans and their 
allies crossed the narrow Kladeus river 
from the west and crashed into the 
Arkadians arrayed before them, routing 
them back through the Altis (the Sacred 
Precinct of Olympia). This surprised all 
as the Eleans had not been rated very 
highly, due to their many defeats of late. 
The Eleans marched on, encountering 
the oncoming Argives and Athenian 
allies of the Arkadians, and prevailed 
over them, pushing them back beyond 
the Temple of Zeus. However, Arkadian 
and allied psiloi had clambered up on 
the roofs of the temples and altars all 
around the Altis and were raining down 
missiles on the Eleans where they 
could. One of these killed Stratolas, the 
leader of the Three Hundred, a unit of 
epilekti who were the most prominent 
members of the Elean oligarchy. With 
this, the Eleans withdrew. All the while 
as the battle played itself out, the 
spectators who had come to watch the 
games (from their safety outside the 
Altis) watched the fighting, cheering 
one side or the other’s deeds of valour as 
if they were watching another competi-
tion.

Olympia, 364 BC
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